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You can purchase meiihsndise advertised
in THF TRINI M «ith shaolutc safety.for
if dissatisfaction reaults i raae THE
TR1HI NF guarantee* to pa} \our mone\

back upon reque-i. No red tap«, no 0,11 h

bling Wc make go;>d promptly if Ihr ad¬
ven i»cr does not.

The? Railroad Wage Award,
gicalitj .>:' m <>f rail¬

road regulation more

in the arbitration award in the Western
railroads case. The demands r.f th« en-

gineers, firemen and engine caretakers for
better working conditions and higher pay
wore submitted to a !>oard organised un

dei <hc terms of the Federal conciliation
law. Two membi board repre-

ed
the Federal
ciliatiun. 1

w -¦ ie men sha: ply dissented,
allowed a moderate increase m wages and
ma<)e a number <>f concesa 1 the
other points of complaint.

The associations «if rai ployea
say that they bave gaii ed sub¬
stantial. Circuit Judge Jeter C. Pritchard,
the chairman of the that
on the face of the case the men were en¬

titled to more than they got, and they
would undoubtedly have received more
had the arbitration been one between men

and employers in an industry not subject
to unintelligent governmental regulation.
But how; could any arbitration commission,
taking into consideration the rcstri--:
put on the earning powe of the railn
equitably ask the common carriera
raise wages bo loi g aa r.other
the Federal government the Irte;

«nmerce Commi »I iously >

luctant to allow them to increase tl
earning.-'.'

Here is the "¿rent vice of the !

sy.-tem of Federal control. Congi
passes laws which practically coerce the
railroads into wage arbitrations 1:: which

any award made is certain to be against
them. It also puts new burdens on the

in the way of increased taxes and
gfety first*' equipment requirements.

But the correlative duty of sanctioning
additions in rates which will make good
th? lo.-ses thus imposed is cheerfully
shifted by Congress to the Interstate
Commerce Commission. The latter body
has a policy of its own, feels no responsi¬
bility for the increased charges created by
legislation or arbitra'ion.-, and takes only
a perfunctory interesl in offsetting by ad¬

vanced rates the new drains on railroad
revenues. Divided responsibility in con¬

trol thus works all along the line to the
marked disadvantage of the earn.

There i.- only one way to re-establish
the principle of fair play in railroad regu-

lation. That is to centralize responsibility.
If a law is pas.-ed increasing the ex¬

penses of the railroads, or an award i-

made by a board of arbitration und«
the conciliation act, it should be put direct¬

ly up to the Interstate Commerce Commis-
sie» to supply the additional railroad
revenue needed to comply with the law
or the award. New charges should be
conditional on i ne reas« -s in rate.-. So long
as the government regulates the railroads
the latter are nocessai i'.y tied down to

very moderate pro,its. Those profits should
not !.. ed to artificial disturbance
through legislation or wage arbitrations.

If it had been understood at Chicago
that the Interstate Commerce Comn
was to adjust the railroad rates to the

arbitration board's findings, .Judge Pritch¬
ard would not have felt obliged to apolo¬
gise in a measure for the award. The em¬

ployes would have pot what they de¬
served on the economic merits of the case

and Um Coal of the wage advance would
have ed a« 1? ought always to

to the public using the railway
Covernmental regulation ought to work

both ways. If it i- decided to be m the

public interest to advance the cost of

railroading, the public ouirht to be pre¬

pared to face the situation honestly and
furni.«h the money out of which th«
charges must be met.

A Jekyll-Hdye Nature.
Jckyll-and Hyde natures are rot r

to the political world alone, it

The confession of White, solid, substantial
suburbanite, that he hatched a conspiracy
to roll th«- Arm which was paying him a

good salary in order to obtain the fund-'
to continue enjoyment of the right life of,
the Tenderloin, shows a perfect
the dual make-up. By day he WSU a

trust«d executive, aaaaoui for his employ¬
ers' welfare; at home he was th«
husband and father, enjoying the confi¬

ai friends a,id neighbors; by night.
he was the roisterer in Manhatta'
ways, foregathering with shady compan¬
ions, plotting with them criminal means

for gathering money for further <¦.

f tiie devicms and crooked side of,
his nature.
With thi? man it was more than the

I submission to crime which mark.;

the ordinary victim of the "white light"
üstriot; it whs an active, affirmative es¬

pousal of the eiook's career, apparently
with th»» firm conviction that the orderly,
law-abiding phase of his life would .-.

him againut any possible ajajasjeqaei '

hit. law-break nip. Modern life, however, is

implicated, and modern method.- of
detective work are too thoroughgoing to

permit th* double life to be safe or profit-,

able cipline It
d '-.vi

whi< h lend to crime, but
.-. 1 it can

rv ¦' ordinnry li

N r'irilg One'l Tr.rculence.
'blockade"

ni Irclm
existen

e of the pub]
paper udvi

'I hi wai ii; ..: which the Germi
1 hing ia <

a pa .'. nnn Admiralty
'war me" proclamation, which all I

irried free. Why dot
ice to the world tin

lern would I
truel nil t «dating inte

enemy an

en on sight has
m he

of reason for such
M pi thnl ti

en't lived up t
the Kaiser m d i

Imiral von Tirpitz. They haven
shut up British nnd Irish ports, or eve

materially, hampered intercourse betwee
Greal m d land and the re¬

nt' tb. The vessels which hnve bee
«onstitute less than a third <

1 pei the total shipping pi in
"war zone." No bi

een sunk.
hnve not he
fenr of sneri

live of neutral:
The> incur cla

le interno
law as pirates or murderers fron

tl e poii t ol those who believ
that warfare should be conducted in
hum;.- e and < ivilized manner. But fo

have they degrada

it is one thing '.o be a successful am

It is another' to !>
.' attention b;

to ; »ur ambit ioi
a terror of the seas. When that i

people have nearly for
ever started out to be one

"Brutalination of Childhood."
'¦ | urpo e of openini

columns to a further torrent o

ag i- d irresponsible allegations tha
the pre ident of the New York Anti
v'ivi ection Society was invited a fev
weeks ago to reduce some rhetorical flour

he had lately indulged in to at

unndorned recital of facts. "We wan

publicity," she had said, "trustworth;
publicity," and accordingly nn opportunity
vas offered her to mnke public what ahi
knew of the abuse of physiological teach
ing in our public schools.
She now writes to thank The Trilium

for quoting her so liberally nnd expresse
a sincere desire "to bring this matte:
more fully before the readers of so im

nt a paper.'' By way of justifying
ber allegntions she teilt us that "man;
of the high schools in New York City am

.y. a- well a the general school:
throughout the state, practise vivisec

; she quotes "one young girl" who
when nsked if tl could feel, said
"The}- act as if they did"; she speaks, 01

hear of "a school table full of frogs
unanassthetized and partially vivisected,'
and Bhe offers us ¡n conclusion the opin
ii n of a noted nnti-vivisectionist on "th<

izntioi bildhood." As to the evi
-die was invited to give, all she ha;

to relate is that some cruel little boys ai

Redwood, N. Y., "had made it a practice
t«> go out t:> the woods and ponds near by
securing turtles, frogs, etc., bringing their
-.in town, building a lire and roastinp
them alive." We are naked to believe that

young fiends acquired this habit "in
consequence of the teaching of vivisection
in the public school.-"; because "our lect¬
urer" was told so "by some merchants of
that place."

If the presiden! "f thtJa.Anti-Vivisection
Society has no better foundation for her
denunciations she would do wisely to ron-

fine herself, as hitherto, to rhetoric.

Liquor Legislation in England.
It is ea y t.. account for Mr. Lloyd

determination "to take a pledge
never again to touch drink politically."
When i'.r-t he dropped a hint of nntionnl
prohibition he was overwhelmed with lct-

'rom all parts of the kingdom. We
were n 't told how many of them were in

«if restrictive legislation and how
many against it. hut what has happened
in the meantime makes it clear enough
that compulsion, even of a partial kind,
would have proved singularly unpopular.
The belief that the King's message

mi^lit make the way easy was founded on

n misapprehension. Doubtless his cx-

;ii iple was followed by many, but it is one

thinir to imitate »he voluntary action of a

monarch and quite another to submit to
the coercion of a legislature, When the

he last button of
hi waistcoat he get a «'ashion; we may be
very sure, however, that not all the tailors
in Englnnd could have forced that !..

of Parliament. Popular clamor
Would have driven them to Tooley Street.

ist go in the cage of national trni-

pera
there is ». ¦¦ re than this in the op¬

position to anti-alcoholic legislation. The
iiqtior industry is of sn>t importance; cx-

g anything the ( nnncellor of the

Exchequer seeing to have dreamt of when
he projected lis new scheme of taxation,
though he ni'ght reasonably have been

eil to foreeee the objections of the
mnmbnrg. Mr.William O'Brien, speak-

in-: lor Cork, declared with .some warmth
that even the moderate measure actually;
proponed would be "as horrible as if the

city were bombarded and sneked by (¡er-
N'or was Mr. Kfdmond slow to

discover in the increased taxes one more

racy t.. strangle n great Irish in-
The upshot of the debate was

a diviglon the lirst that ha.; been taken
in Parliament ciuee the war began.and¡

now even the °

. he '. are clearlj convinced
that i"- on*
the new t.iriiT.
The bel i -.' of "The Daily < hronicle' "

ParHan rn poi d< I thai ¦ plea
for total ]

at lc tion. Th I ,!

e.ly :.

is to
fact :

party,

iVo *Pi -"' Taxât
Appells oil's

the Ma >i.-.;--

fany can >1

They Wl whc
ti ey coi I th«Th .

of thci
ins by main

call."
To mi et i

cc v.a- .1 mended
h pri\ at« i.' i"

Thereupon the Mi
' ompany, fight ill con-

to ": tain an n-

junction .i rain the Mayor, the
Commission« id the Bureau

it the enf« i nc of
the ami nded ordii

What tl lest doci ion
at :';--. publil .;:

"I i:

tl o, dinai ce, whcthi r ¡1
.i ¦'.

must have a license, a dulj
chauffeur and a tax
the Bi reau of 1 In othi r word
when a passenger hires a taxicab h
know thai whatever protection the cit
I- able to affoid to him will be 1
out inquiry to ascertain whi
convi yancc
pub] died a "prit al
hiele.

Tiie "private garage" scheme was

merely a mean to gouge a go 1 portion
of the cab-using public out of more than
the legal rate It ia a good thing th .'

the court has ended it.

Scrsnton achoo I I
affiliate with the labor unioi
obtain aalary increases might romi
with the school teachers here .¦ been
able to obtain many v
tion than their own.

Will the ;:ii ratate Commeie
decision thai .. on-in-lsw is not a "m
of the fsmily" om- the "family"
ference with the younger genere

a-

Marrl« <\ "I" ad I- lah" with llO.Ootl
;i. adline.
Nobody with $10,000 a year ia quite a "dead

- a

However Nerolike Mr Barnes may hav?
been, he wsa m ver ;i pol '¡cal "fiddler." Il'1
war. alway " ism ing a

fhi.t policemsn who quelled the spasms o
;i Bronx ;:ii! hv his piano playing in i-t b« a

US.

The Chamberí :-iin Orchids.
/

The on h id collection
from Highbury to-day was a melancholy re¬

minder of old ¡ntereats. % fl thi
world have b« en
and go e orel button¬
hole. The hard and gloasy one

the orchids . tie of ;.

of their famoua wearer. Now the
-even hundred planta on which he ipent so

much n.oney and care are under the hammer,
and no one is chowing very much inl
in them. K\en the experta who gathered in
Messrs. Prother« in Chespside a

place. C that you coul 1
fancy yourself in a country town were not

greatly excited. Il wsa curios hear thsl
Mr. Chamberlsin wsa out of date in sny-
t h injr. but there were hint« that orchid-
growing has progressed since ¡| was hit
hobby, "rchnls that were wonderful and

ma in their tortured beaut-, when he ac¬

quired them are things of every day now.

One remembered the awestruck .-.

great Chamberlain daya describing ;he
ransacking of Son'!- America foi
Few of the well-knot o< '-. the
ouble to come to l lera, by

'he way. wor i in I
orchids to I e fen in I
on he . e not in bl

i labelled
with enormoo
not think it < I , an i

ittitude of the
uggested that hi

liven !he orchidi
great man

including Dendi < ham-
plant are spe¬

cies, which moût thirty shill¬
ing«, hat things loosed up a bit WBI :i twelve

Imost extim
riety Odontogloaaum Inalesyi Splendens.

Making Alcohol Distasteful.
; m

A remarkably intere ting d
the drink que ition in I ed to-
daj by the publi
.he ]',\' govei ; ofTerin»: -.

for proci
Bible ss a «irink and \\

commerce and industry, IV
object is to find B il. a for tl
is released by th

to ma lid aleo
strinp. t ia oh-, ¡ou

Bo fsr s
ful effort ha« b^eri made to tn
tl i.« way, and though raeth
ileohol erfth th«
lag in n di-

it is b-, no msai ble. Il
- proper-i«-s that Bfl ikl

seating sa Rs -. a it be, end
frequently taken as a drink. There are

patent medicine» for the cure of sleoholism,
but I do not belie- ,. -,.- f them
treatment of alcohol itself. They
the form of dru/s ftdnrl
a imdicirie. or of tablets di
coffee. There i- i>;i jn
| ondi n. t.ider the chainOSl m

Chapman, .>

with COasidSI ||¦ '.en-
ty-four day»' "cui
from almh.. thai time,
claimed that it OVCrCOSBOS th.- craving for
strong drink.

1

DREADNOUGHTS.

ON SEEING BOTH SIDES

Phil »sophizingg -About Party Politic j

and Vice and Virtue.
tor of 1 he Tribune.

In this morning's issue of your very
d instructive paper I notice .-. fren-

.i ¦¦ Geo rge W. Wagner, i- suf¬
fering from pent-up feelings »t sorrow re

.- our defence, or at least suppose.1
Démocratie administration. Let

as try to ease him, as it certainly is one of
the instincts of the human heart to relieve

He asks, "Who is rospon
.-the high tax rate?" and without the

pi ;.t proof positively asserts that
ons of Dix, Sulser and Glynn

to blame. The first axiom of logic.
"What ¡i freely asserted is freely denied,"

applied here, and if he knows what

"petitio principa" is, be might apply it to
oof. Governor Whitman has been of

ce in showing up the shortcomings
of Glynn'i administration, he asserta. Is
that the only positive pood he has Hone?
There never was a man in any ofllec what-
evei wl:n did not try to belittle the rtforts of;
hi predi cessor.
George Wagner, enrolled Republican, says:

"There n»'ver was a more honest man ;n the
Governor's »-hair than Whitman." Why, on-.-

might expect that, because "Pares cum parl-
l icillime congregantur" ("Birds of a

feather flock together"). I might inform Mr.
.¦ thai il ii the assenée of hum-in nat

rare to err. "Humanara est errare." said one.

ent philosophers, and I have yet
a :nan to dispiove this axiom. Vice

dominates virtue. Again, I ask: Should
The Tribune, a line, broad principled paper.
«tick up for any one party, irrespective of
the feelings of its readers? The duty of a

paper is to give the public facts. It cannot
hide thf faults of any one party and
¡ta -iitiirs. It must give the public'

of the «|u«.stion. If the Republi-
arroag, the public ought to know,

a:1 d vice vi ,

Mr. Wagner, you ougr.t to awake. Read
»hat the Democratic party

.-.. i -valise you will never !¦.>¦
on thoroughly onleaa you have th«

os ai d e< ,T.\<>. LEO,
(Iran: < ity, Staten Island. April Z9, ItIS.

Nurses, Servants nnd Suffrage.
To the ¡tor of The Tribune.

Sir: The remark of Henry W. Hayden, ¡r»
.-. i -prccb about government b»
arid house serrants, is a very

":un of the lard of people
who now »I«. govern us. Not even a nurse

servant is |0 stupid as tu
. they represent all women, any

tl n tl I tramps, drunkards, gamblers.
s, grafteri and murderen repi

servant ha«
than 'o regard the mere physi-

ra! diffi and the fe-
the essential m tu

Even di anil h'.u<e icrvaata have
justice than to assume that
iverned has the moral

:o preM"-,t the other half from having a
sat "f all.

emaids and house servants mnv

be hoi controlled bj grafting man

y mai u are.
maidl and honae servants have

their eity, state and renn-
.¦ nte.

Even nursemaids and house servants an!
scrubwomen are not so unreasonable as to
»art ..I! women prohibited from voting in

themselves an excuse to
.-.- citizens in a government

by th» poo]
ORGE M. BEEBBOWEB.

V »rh, April L's. 1.' -,

Want! Central Park Concerts.
To the r ¡i'or of Tho Tribune.

Sir: I ask the «pace in your valuaMU paper
for 'In ; letter oi protest again«! the Hoard
of Aldermen, who have not appropriated any
noney fur the t'entrât Park concerta.

Ii this source of recreation f| ¦ 'lie toil
.id m.i.l of every day going to he
.*ay from the public? I» this a;

d our city going to be extinguished
.hi.» summer? Heaven Knows how \ery lit¬
tle the liejple can squeeze out of the citj

rovernment in the way of recreation. Of
sour e, then one excise for the board,
and that is their using this money to feed
the unemployed. Are they goiii!» to do that?
If not. then they have no excuse for depriv-

he public of their concerts.
GEORGE SCHEFTEL.

New York. April 29, 1916.

A Query for Scoffers.
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: I «m not b member of the Christian
S« ence Church, but as V. P. A. might say,
"l know whal I like," and I certainly don't
like to «ce The Tribune give such promi-
i¦..tic» to letters like the ore in to-day's issue
aDout Christian Science by Captain W. II.

rs. The gentleman -aid he had been
deal for many years and went to Christian
Science for aid.
He told the healer who, he admitted, was

-. pleaaant, Intelligent lady that he did
not believe in Christian Science, and yet he
was discouraged that he was not healed in
twelve treatment- at a totnl cost of S1-.
It would be interesting to know how much
the gentleman has paid the doctors for relief.

Incidentally, he also says the healer, find¬
ing he was not relieved, offered and did give
him further treatment free. Do our doctors
an the same?
And, incidentally, because Captain Mathews,

.. he had absolutely no faith in it from the
start and now apparently delights in ridi¬
culing- it, did not get relief does not mean
th-t' Christian Science is at fault, in our

humble opinion.
a ha always appeared to me that the

eoffera at Christian Science had better turn

their talents to explaining why it is that "in
curable" patienta in many instances turn to
« hristian Science and are healed of d
!;';» cancer, tuberculosis, locomotor ataxia
>in^ o-.her ailments. A READER.
New Vor!;. April 27, 1015.

Faith vs. Medical Treatment.
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir! A feu days ago an item appeared in

your paper which stated that because a resi¬
dent or Yonkera Bfho was a «'hristian Seien-

haï without medical treatment the
'"oror.er was making an investigation. On
he same day the newspapers of New York,
Yonkera and other places in the state con¬

tained in the aggregate hundreds of notices
of ó a'hs under licensed medical treatment;
but up to the pre eat I have not heard that
'br coroner have taken steps to invest

.

r ;- rill see the incon-
a system which penalises trust

In Cod but nromotes and protects trust in
material methods, no matter what the physi¬
cal oi moral effect of medical treatment or

ma] be. (hristian Science which is
the i ent of the Christianity of

proving itself to he the most
ling lystem known to man-

pared to material methods, the
; of « hristian Science tre-tmont are

few. ROBERT s. Ross,
a Committee on Publication,

Vo-A.
29, 1911.

A Sailor's Fighting Song.
To the Editor ot The Tribune.

Sir! In to- lay's Tribune you propound the
tg question: Who was it who «ail

that on" Englishman could whip six French
Mow, :l! ..,.u kindly publi.-h an old

r.ving is a part:
it oftl b en told

h -. amen bold
!d ftog ;he frenchmen two to one so

Rut rhej never found their match
r.l! th» Tanke« i did them catch.
Oh, th« Yankee boyi for fighting are th«

di-oh!" DANIEL 8HEVLIN.
New Volk. April KB, 1918

. nd Upright Advertising,
r of The Tribune.

Sir! We note your eomsaeat in recent is¬

sue, headed "Fake I-Cfislation," and r.ppre-
riate your endeavor to see that a law against
fraudulent advertising methods is passed ia
this state winch contains no loopholes that
ran defeat the purpose.
AdvertiseaSMta ikoald be just, fair, true

and upright, and no one should be permitted
unt'er any «¡evtee to advertise differs

AfRAHAM I RLANGER,
President the R. V. D. Com

New Voik, April W, 1911,

"A GOOD BILL TO VETO"

The Merits of Vaccination Proved b1
the Records.

To the Editor of The Tribune.
.Sir: And now comes the Tallett-Jones bill

exempting towns of less than 50.000 fron
cornpul-ory vaccination. Why should thi
child of ignorance and prejudice not be pro
tected because of the size of the place?
Smallpox is smallpox everywhere, loath¬

some, disfiguring and deadly. How wonder¬
ful that we have vaccination to save ourselvet

¡and our own! The Talleit-Jor.es bill seems

to presume a higher int"!ligence in the small
towns than the large, and tl.at voluntary vac

cination will be so general that the few not

desiring it will be protected by 'he immunity
of all the others.

Let as hope that Governor Whitman, with
his power of veto, is familiar with all the
facts. The argument of contamination of
the blood of anv humen being by vaccination
must indeed halt on investigation of the
methods employed in m.iking the virus by the
Hoard of Health.
At Otisville the calves are kept and inocu¬

lated. Hefore the inoculation with the "seed"
virus the calf is carefully watched and tested

by capable veterinarians. The planting of
the "seed" is »'one in an operating room under
antiseptic conditions as thorough as in any
clinic. As to this "seed" inoculated. It
comes ether from another calf, and is proved
by absolutely reliable bacterial tests to be
surgically clean. t'owpox protects man

against smallpox, as proved by Hoccius.
If human virus was used to inoculate a

calf, think of what would be done to elimi¬
nate any possible contamination or contagion.
Outside of th .-are used in the selection of
the little child whose virus is taken, these
are the precautions: The human virus is

planted first on a calf, then this "seed" is

planted on four rabbits, then gathered from
them and replanted on another calf.
When the so-called "pulp" is gathered from

the abdomen of the calf it is placed tn a

mixture of glycerine, water and 1 per cen*
carbolic acid and allowe.i to stand for about
four week?, so that any germs that might
be present, in spite of absolutely antiseptic
precautions, will be killed. Hut they don't
stop there. Cultures are made on different
media and animals are inoculated, so that
they know it is clean. After its efficiency is
determined it is sealed in tiny glass tubes.
These retain their activity for only about
three months, provided they are kept in a

cool, dirk place. One calf furnishes enough
\irus to vaccinate fifteen hundred persons, ac-

cording to Dr. Hark,
One should remember that revaccination is

;ust a.» important as vaccination. A vaccina¬
tion oi'ly protect! the individual for from
seven to ten year*. A <hild should be vacei-

efor«- :t is eight months old. What
compulsory vaccination «loes can be realized
by the tica taken from Jürgen-
sen. First vaccination done in 1801. Hy lHio
it was generally employed, and in 1816 it was
made compulsory. These are the results:
1774-1M1 (pre-vaccinal period Deaths

from smallpox per million inhabitants, 2,050.
1801-1810 transitional period i. 6*0.
I816-18M (enforced vaccination), 169.
Prc-\accinal period, death rate per thou¬

sand, -0.
Vaccinal period, death rate per thousand.
9.11. MEDICO.
New York, April 2S, |fU

Stinkpots in War.
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: The latest German excuse for the
latest German atroc. y | promulgated, as

by the Fatherland's official justifier»
and subserviently echo '. the hyphenated
tnomalics la this country) statt«, that the
Hrussi.ms Invented the noxious smell method'
of attack, and that the Allies would have!

It if they hed known of it. Unfortu¬
nately for the credibility of these assertions.
the fact is that this mode of fighting was in¬
vented and perfected by the putortui
fretidus, or common polecat, several hundred
thousand years ago. an«l no civilized people
has ever chosen to infringe on hi.«» patent.

LAWTON MACKALL
New York, April 2Í«, K'15. |

THF. JITNEY BUS.

its Failure as a Competitor with trat
Trolley Car.

To the Fditor of The Tribnne
Sir: N'owhere in the history of transport«.

lion can there he found anything fimp.r«^
to the recent mushroom growth of the "Jitne?
"

us
" Even the name has been coined of.

hind and ia still indefinite in «cope It |g
ipplied indiscriminately either to auto Tmata
or to itinerant automobiles carrying piste».
gers for a ó-cent fare, although the Utt*r
application Is becoming the most commet
one. The expression "Jitney" is said to ha*«
originated In the Sovth. where it is used «a
a term for a 6-cent piece. Later it betas*
popularized through its introduction mt*
the picturesque slang of th* side ih«*
barker.

Six mont'is ago the jitney "bus was hardly
known ouside of its place of origin, Las
Angeles. To-day the name ia likened by
some alarmists to the death knell of the «Us»
trie railway industry, and it must be at
m itted that it may temporarily do s great
deal of damage if if i« permitted to eov

Itinue along the reckless lines of its ha»
ginning.
Of course, the fact that the automobil« b)

inherently a more expensive mean* of cot.

veyance than the electric car insures the
ultimate end of any competition betwtes
the two, but the opportunity for the unref».
lated autobus to compete with the railway
only on those streets whose highly profitable
;hort haul traffic pays the expense of op«/.
ating unprofitable suburban lmes may ¿§»
volve losses that are really serious Tke
problems of increased accidents and 'rifle.
'congestion are also serious, and since ike-
wave of jitney "buses has swept over '.a*
.country one vital fact has become «prirent
'This is, that regulation by law can he aa4
should be applied.
From the standpoint of the street railway

operator the justification for this regulation
is found in the broad fact that the 'rtH
railway submits to really serious b-.ird«as
for the public benefit. The jitney ignores
them. This is perhaps best explained by
quoting from a recent statement by the
American Electric Railway Association, at'
followa:
"Communities are apt to forget the hens»

fits which are received from electric rail«
way operation and which are nor. receive! '

from 'jitney' 'bus operation. Included k)
these are the payment of a very large amoust
in taxes and in other public charges, extes»
sive contributions toward the cost of paving,
the maintenance of unprofitable line« nee**»

sary to civic development, the maintenance of
fixed routes and fixed schedules and servies
uninte.-rupted so far as possible by wraths*
conditions, the investment cf a large sum ef
money in the equipment necessary to 'ike
ctre oí the demands during the time

traordinary travel, the provision of comfort»
able and safe cars, properly lighted and
suited to the varying conditions of the »té»

sons, the system of transfers, whereb) th*
revenues of the company are largely r*-

duced, in order that transportation may be
furnished to all parts of the city, its finan¬
cial responsibility for the damages resulting
from the accidents, its submission tr th*
control of the regulatory bodies as to c*¡ei-
talization, rates and service, and, above «11,
the fact that a very heavy percentage of its
income ia returned to the community in the
shape of taxes, public charges, wages, pay¬
ment for supplies and other itema.
"Every obligation placed upon the si« :

railway has been so placed by the repre¬
sentatives of the people in the interest of
the people. It is for the public to dec,de
whether the jitney, being a common ca r,
should not assume the obligations of a >nV
mon carrier." .

If this were done the jitney woul^
disappear, because statistics from citiea
where the jitney movement hr.s been t-.ost
prominent show that even a hard rni:, ¦ :ll
drive them from the street.

Naturally, the total loss of earnings to the
street railway industry is indeterminate "intil
such a time as definite statistics sen be
obtained from the traction companies in
every city in the country. In general, how¬
ever, the receipts of each jitney *bu« «t em

to be about six dollars a day, although gross
earnings as high as twelve dollars have been
reported in some cases. Practically all of
the receipts are withdrawn directly from
t'e street railway earnings, as the jitney
'bus can operate only by keeping its «<ats
filled, and therefore has to stick to route*

where heavy travel has been built up by the
street railways. In fact, there is only one

instance on record where the jitneys have
tried to develop travel «.long new routes, this
being the case in Toledo, where the three-
cent streetcar fare keeps the jitney away
from the railway lines.
The cost of operating a jitney is dependent

upon the mileage which the 'bus make«, but
as this has been found to average approxi¬
mately 100 miles a day, the direct cost
may be said to range between $.1 and 14
per day. This figure includes only cur¬
rent repairs, tires and gasolene and oil.
The invisible expense involved on account of
interest on the investment, depreciation on
the car, insurance, overhead charges, inci-
denti.ls and the like amounts to about 30
per cent more, so that the real cost of opera¬
tion i» between $4 and $5.40 per day. Thia
leaves only a sum ranging from $2 down to
60 cents per day to pay the wages for the
driver and the profits for the owner of tha
car. Of course, in many cases it i* lesa.
The explanation of the movement can ho

summed up in a few worda. The extraor¬
dinary decrease in cost of the automobil«
has put it within the reach of a large clasa
of people who are absolutely unfamiliar with
business problems and who cannot grasp tha
principle of overhead charges, depreciation
and similar invisible costs. By neglecting
these the jitney operator deceives himself
into thinking that the business is profitable;
but after a few months of operation, when
the invisible churges begin to take tangible
form, he drops out. only to be replaced by
some one with les experience. Thi* ha* been
shown clearly in most of the cities where
the jitneys have been running six month» or
long enough to wear themselves out.

It remains now only to consider the proper
place of the automobile 'bu* as a transporta¬
tion agent. It undoubtedly has a field, but it
is not as a competitor of the electric railway
car. Where the conditions of operation are
entirely equal and they are bound to be
made approximately equal to all common car¬
riers) the jitney T)us ha* absolutely no
chance of competing with the trolley car.
It can, however, be used to advantage under
the following circumstances:

1 As a feeder at the end of electric rail¬
way lines for short distances, where another
fare can be charged and where trolley righta
cannot be obtained.

-' For interurban runs, where the annual
traffic is not sufficient to warrant the intro¬
duction of a trolley line. Here the small in«]
vestment in the 'bus and its mobility are **.]pecially advantageous, '.'or instance, the 'bua|
can be used on lines having a large trafBej
in sommer but little or no traffic in winter»]beeause at the end of the «ummer season ¡9
can be transferred to some line where s"
he used during the winter.

'.' Fur lines "d* luxe" or lO-cent-fare !:r.st|
on streets where trolley line.i are not paM
mitted, as on Fifth Avenue.

v vi,« a , .*
A- E- CLIFFORD iNew iork, April 28. 1915. >i


